August 19, 2020

Public Comment for the Auqust 19, 2020 South Pasadena City Council Meeting

Re: Agenda Item 10
Please read comment aloud into the meeting minutes.

Dear City Council:

We—the 73 undersigned individuals of South Pasadena—strongly oppose the contract to
purchase three fully outfitted BMW police motorcycles with $114,338 in COPS grant funds.
The request is tone deaf in this moment of reckoning regarding racist policing and the outsize
share of our city’s budget consumed by law enforcement. The claim that motorcycles facilitate
more direct contact with the public and are a beneficial community relations tool is absurd and
insulting. Traffic enforcement often leads to too much law enforcement contact initiated against
Black and Latinx people, too often with fatal consequences.

The SPPD’s request is also unjustified: it already has 32 vehicles, including three (3)
motorcycles, with an annual maintenance cost of $100,000.

SPPD’s argument that it needs to replace all three motorcycles for traffic enforcement lacks
merit. Traffic—and logically, traffic enforcement—is markedly down with children home from
school and COVID-19 business closures in effect for the foreseeable future.

Replacing Hondas with BMWs betrays an appetite for luxury toys and military-tactical upgrades
the state and federal governments are overly eager to bankroll—a legacy of neoconservative
policies enacted long before Ferguson. It is anathema to this community.

The City is facing a budget shortfall to the tune of $3.5 million. City leaders are preparing
citizens for austerity. Mayor Pro Tem Mahmud told residents that there is no money to staff a
cooling center at the War Memorial Building—a relatively modest expense that would mean a
lot to people struggling to pay their utility bills. Black Lives Matter activists have protested at
Fair Oaks and Mission for over 70 days, asking for realignment of the city’s budget away from
militaristic law enforcement in favor of human services. Yet the city is prepared to ignore the
opportunity cost of purchasing brand new luxury police vehicles. Austerity for those who can
least afford it, German engineering for the police. It is a thumb in the eye of South Pasadena
residents fighting to make this town better. Please do not approve it.
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